
Haere mai 

 
 Welcome to the first edition of òTaiko Cható, the new voice of the Chatham Islands 

Taiko Trust. We plan to produce two issues of this newsletter each year, one each 

Spring and Autumn, which will enable you to keep up to date with what the Taiko 

Trust is doing, our conservation gains, and our future plans and ambitions. 

 
In an isolated community like here on the Chat-

hamõs it is important that we all work together. 

For this to be able to happen it is important 

that we know what each other is doing. So the 

Taiko Trust came up with òTaiko Cható; this is 

our way to keep everyone informed on what 

we are doing, and more importantly our future 

plans and your chance to become involved. 

 
The Taiko Trust has had a busy last couple of 

years, and we could not have achieved all of 

these amazing results without the help and sup-

port of a huge group of volunteers. A big thank 

you to everyone who has helped, we couldnõt 

have done it without you. Along with striving to 

help the endangered taiko back from the brink 

of extinction, we have spread our wings and 

branched out into other biodiversity restora-

tion projects. Chatham Island petrel chicks 

have been transferred into the Sweetwater 

predator free site in an attempt to return this 

seabird back onto Main Chatham, the first 

birds are due back this Spring. In a world first for the species we have been transfer-

ring tui from South East Island/ Rangatira to the Awatotara. Now these birds can be 

seen right across the island. 

 
The Taiko Trust has many friends, both here on the Island, in New Zealand and 

from all across the globe. We hope that you enjoy this new endeavour to keep you 

up to date, and enjoy reading about the amazing work a dedicated group of volun-

teers can achieve in such an isolated place as the Chathams. All this hard work needs 

willing help, and we look forward to your future help and support. 

 

Haere rǕ, 

Liz Tuanui 

Chairperson 

Welcome to the first edition of òTaiko Cható 

Bruce and Liz Tuanui (Chairperson of the 
Taiko Trust) releasing a tui into the holding 
aviary during the transfer. This was the 
first time that tui have been transferred, 
both in the Chathams or NZ 
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For the past thirty or more years the forests of Main Chatham 

have been quiet. The beautiful musical notes of the tui have been 

lost to the island by habitat loss and hungry possums. However 

with the fencing of forest patches and predator control down 

the South Coast, a group of Chatham Islanders decided to see 

whether this could be changed. Could we bring back this fine 

songster to our forests? Could tui once again be seen through-

out the Main Island? 

 
Over the past two years it has become the Taiko Trustõs mis-

sion to get tui re-established on Main Chatham. Tui had never 

been transferred before, not in the Chathams or in New Zea-

land, so we were breaking new ground.  Nerves were tense; 

would our plan work; could you even move tui? Over the past 

two summers 54 juvenile tui have been caught on South East 

Island/ Rangatira and moved to the Awatotara Covenant. 

 
The birds were caught in mist nets in the bush on Rangatira, 

banded and put in the small holding aviary. Once the quota were 

caught, the birds were put into boxes and taken by fishing boat 

to Owenga, where they were driven to the Awatotara, a total travel time of 3.5 

hours. At the Awatotara the birds were released into a large holding aviary, where 

they would remain for a week to accustom them to their new home, the idea being 

that the birds would bond with the new site not try to fly back to Rangatira. 

 
Tui proved to be very robust birds and took the whole transfer in their stride. They 

did well in the holding aviary, really tucking into the new food we offered, bananas 

and grapes being their favourite. The strong sugar water brew was an instant hit and 

the tui quickly became hooked, surely a good sign for the future. Many locals came 

down to the Awatotara to see the birds in the aviary, and even more gathered to 

see the birds released. 

 
The 14 birds from the first transfer all survived the winter; in September a bird was 

seen carrying nesting material, and a week later a nest with one egg was found! Pre-

viously Chatham Island tui had only been recorded breeding from November when 

flax was flowering. The wider variety of fruits available on Main Chatham throughout 

winter probably ensured tui were in breeding condition by early spring. 

Over the next month 8 pairs started breeding; within six weeks the first 

fledglings were being seen. Remarkably, breeding continued right through 

until the end of February, with some pairs having four broods of young. 

 
It was towards the end of that first breeding season that tui began to 

spread across the whole island. More and more Islanders started seeing 

and hearing tui, with birds recorded from Waitangi West, Kainagaroa, 

Owenga and almost everywhere in between. When the second group of 

forty birds was transferred last Feb-

ruary, some birds also moved 

around the Island and appear to be 

setting up territory in far flung cor-

ners of the Island. Hopefully these 

birds will breed up and become 

firmly established on the Island again; 

time will tell. 

Returning tui to Main Chatham 
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òBREEDING 

OCCURRED 

EARLIER THAN 

EVER RECORDED 

FOR CHATHAM 

ISLAND TUI, IT 

WAS TOTALLY 

UNEXPECTED 

AND VERY 

EXCITINGó 

Above: Transferring boxes with 
tui onto the fishing boat for the 
trip to Owenga. 
Right: Some of the forty tui in the 
holding aviary on South East 
Island prior to the move to Main 
Chatham. 

Chatham Island tui  disappeared from main Chatham 30 

years ago, due to habi tat loss and predat ion by intro-

duced predators.  The f inal  st raw was the introduct ion 

of  possums which depr ived tu i  of  winter food such as 

hoho and mahoe frui t . 



The key to encourage tui onto your property 

is simple ð food. Fencing off and protecting 

forest remnants is by far the best, but you can 

still attract tui to your garden by planting 

flowering plants; flax, karo, kowhai and ngaio. 

Winter food is especially important, with 

hoho, mahoe and hokataka being staples. It is 

the stripping of these winter food sources by 

possums which probably led to their disap-

pearance from Main Chatham. Controlling 

possums on your property will benefit tui by 

providing even more food. 

 
 Funding to make this amazing project happen 

was through a grant from the Birdlife Interna-

tional Community Conservation Fund, which 

is administered in New Zealand by the Forest 

and Bird Society. The ongoing support of Forest and Bird to our locally driven con-

servation initiatives is gratefully acknowledged. 

 
As the breeding season nears, we are interested to keep track of where tui are set-

ting up territories and starting to breed. If you see a tui, please report the sighting by 

emailing TaikoTrust@yahoo.co.nz providing details of the location and date.  

The genetic analysis of seven unbanded taiko caught at the Tuku 

light site last November suggests there are un-discovered breed-

ing burrow groups somewhere in the dense bush of South Chat-

ham. Dr Hayley Lawrence, a Postdoctoral Researcher with Land-

care Research and Taiko Trust Trustee, commented that these 

birds have genetic signatures that havenõt been seen before in 

known taiko; this suggests that there could be more breeding bur-

row groups hanging on somewhere. Hayley is well qualified to an-

swer questions on taiko genetics; spending four years researching 

the topic for her PhD. This is a very exciting find; if we can ensure 

the genes are passed on in the population then it is good news for 

taiko conservation, says Hayley. Generally in avian conservation, 

the greater the genetic variation in the population, the fewer in-

breeding problems a recovering species has. Hayley adds that it is 

important that we find and protect the breeding sites of these 

newly discovered birds, to give their young the best possible 

chance to survive and contribute to following generations. 

Genetics indicates more taiko burrow groups likely 
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Over 100 people were at the 
release of the tui during the 
second transfer last February. 

òTHE RESULTS 

SUGGEST THAT 

THERE COULD BE 

MORE BREEDING 

BURROW 

GROUPS 

HANGING ON 

SOMEWHERE ò  

A fledgling taiko being banded, all  new taiko 
have been banded and a blood sample taken 
for genetic analysis. 


